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Your Excellency Bishop Higgins, National Chaplain Rev Msgr Edward Coyle, National Commander Frank   
Kowalski., National Board of Officers, Department Commanders, Past National Commanders, and Past 
National Chaplains and membership present. 
 
Greetings members as always I’ll state that being your National Service officer is a never ending task. I’m 
pretty busy most days either assisting a veteran with a claim or on the phone with the VA trying to either 
advance a claim forward or just checking the status of a claim for some veteran or dependent.  We have learned 
that this job is very important because we deal with veterans and dependents  and we represent them and our 
organization to the VA and the public. Our knowledge is one that we always have to keep learning because our 
congress and the VA contently are changing the laws concerning Veterans Benefits. We also have the 
responsibility of having to see that our Accredited Service Officer are up to date on their training and must 
ensure that they complete a training course one every 5 years as a minimum including staying current with the 
laws that effect our benefit system. I’m not going to explain to you that it covers a large area from claims to 
burials, loans; housing, employment, & education etc. the list is too large to continue.  So if you have a Service 
officer in your area you might want to thank him for the work he does for all of us. I do want to tell you that we 
have Accredited Service Officer from New York to California, and it covers including every state in between. 
This also including Puerto Rico, Hawaii and yes we even handle a claim from the Philippines. 
 
Now here is what is New: 
VA updates the disability rating schedule related to skin conditions - Effective Aug. 13, the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) updated portions of the VA Schedule for Rating Disabilities (VASRD, or Rating 
Schedule) that evaluate conditions related to the skin.  (8/13/18) 
 
 VA announces leadership changes to take effect shortly - Today, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
announced several leadership changes that will take effect shortly. These leadership changes will build upon a strong 
current team that will continue to carry out the priorities of President Trump and newly appointed Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs Robert Wilkie. (8/13/18) 
 
VA releases health care benefit application for Spanish-speaking Veterans - WASHNGTON — Today, the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) released the Spanish version of the application for health benefits, as part 
of VA’s effort to simplify and improve the health care enrollment process for Veterans.  (8/8/18) 
 
Secretary Wilkie meets with leaders at Washington DC VA Medical Center - WASHINGTON — Today, U.S. 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Robert Wilkie visited the Washington DC VA Medical Center (VAMC), where he 
met with facility and regional leaders and received updates on recent progress in Veterans’ care and plans for 
further improvements at the facility. (8/6/18) 
 
 Forever GI Bill expands VA educational benefits - WASHINGTON — Effective Aug. 1, the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA) implemented 15 more provisions of the Harry W. Colmery Educational Assistance 
Act of 2017, also referred to as the Forever GI Bill.  (8/2/18) 
 
This is just some of the news. We still have issue on the VA privation Here is the answer we got: 

https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5093
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5092
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5091
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5090
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5089
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There is no effort underway to privatize VA and to suggest otherwise is completely false and a red herring 
designed to distract and avoid honest debate on the real issues surrounding Veterans’ health care. That’s a 
mouth full. To say the least. 
Many of the privatization fights surrounding VA trace back to 2014, in the wake of the wait-time scandal that 
forced the resignation of then-Secretary Eric Shinseki. 

In an effort to get veterans quicker access to medical appointments, Congress approved (by an overwhelmingly 
bipartisan majority) a new VA Choice program that allowed veterans who faced long waits for department care 
or long travels to department hospitals to instead pay for medical treatments in their community with public 
dollars. That isn’t  working that good either. So now what is my question?  I know that the VA is not the prefect 
answer to our benefits but it’s better them most complains and it does work in most cases. As of now we the 
Catholic War Veterans support the VA and we are not in favor of privatization. 

   
 
 
 
God Bless 
 
 
Jose M. Garcia 
National Service Officer 
Catholic War Veterans of USA Inc. 


