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In Tribute to a Great Lady!
By SUSAN RANNO, Past National President, CWVA

Past National President Bonnie Kowalski passed away August 29, 2018 after a brief illness.
Bonnie was a proud and loving wife, mother, grandmother, sister, aunt and, especially, a true
friend to everyone she encountered.
Bonnie was a Life Member of Holy Cross Auxiliary Unit #417 in Trenton, New Jersey. She held
various positions on the Department of New Jersey level, including Department President for
many years. Bonnie then became involved and rose through several offices on the National
level, culminating in her election as National President in 2017, alongside her husband Frank who was elected
National Commander. Together, they were the first husband and wife team to hold office simultaneously as
President and Commander, something of which she was extremely proud.
She enjoyed her responsibilities as National President, visiting a number of state conventions. She was particularly
honored to lay a wreath on behalf of the Catholic War Veterans Auxiliary at the Tomb of the Unknown in
Arlington National Cemetery. The Catholic War Veterans and the Auxiliary were her extended family, and each
person she came in contact with was treated as family.
Bonnie will be missed by all, taken much too soon. I will especially miss the weekly phone calls that began with:
“Hi sweetheart, how are you doing?” I will miss her wrapped in a sweater drinking her Snapple, while I sat
sweating; her visits to Connecticut with kielbasa and rye bread from New Jersey; and I will especially miss her
smiling face at the quarterly meetings and conventions. Bonnie loved and collected Angels, and now she is one of
them. May she rest in eternal peace. Until we meet again Bonnie!

And, An Expression of Gratitude
By FRANCIS KOWALSKI, National Commander, CWV

All your support and confidence in me at this time in my life, reelecting me as your National Commander, means
a great deal to me. I will do my best to perform my duties and represent our great organization and the various
ceremonies, functions and affairs to which I am invited.
I want to thank my board of officers and outgoing officers for a job well done. Congratulations to this year’s
board and new members on accepting your new positions. Let us continue to work as a family and move our
organization forward. A special thank you to our members who accepted their appointed positions. The phone
calls, mass and sympathy cards, prayers, and those who attended Bonnie’s funeral has helped us get through this
difficult time. We know Bonnie appreciated all the love and prayers you sent her. Our family sincerely thanks
everyone!
My son, daughter, daughter-in-law, grandchildren and I cannot thank all of you enough for the outpouring of
support you gave us during our time of sorrow.
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Bishop Protector
Most Reverend Richard Higgins (DC)
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Fr. John
Washington
Award For Heroism
Presented to
CHARLES “PITTSBURGH” ROE
OF POST 1652
It was not the way some college students wanted to remember their
spring break. A Martz Company charter bus, one of three taking Penn State students back to the University Park
campus after spring break adventures in Virginia, Maryland and Washington, D.C. caught fire on Interstate 70,
near Breezewood, PA. The bus was safely evacuated and there were no injuries.
The bus was sponsored by the Penn State Washington DC Alumni Society. Students smelled smoke on the bus,
and the driver pulled over for students to evacuate. Much of the luggage was removed before the fire spread,
but some left on board was damaged as the vehicle was later engulfed in flames. The cause of the fire wasn’t
immediately known.
Charlie Roe was on the road transiting between visiting his Dad and Mom in Pittsburgh and his home in Silver
Spring, Maryland. He had been trained as a First Responder Attack Fireman with the Deferiet, NY Volunteer Fire
Department when he was stationed with the 10th Mountain Division while serving in the US Army.
Pulling his own car off to the side of the road, Charlie ran to the bus and took charge to ensure an orderly
evacuation of the 50 student passengers on the bus. Local television and news media noted his unselfish assistance
in running to assist the students. Just a few minutes later, the bus was fully engulfed in flames, and smoke could
be seen from several miles around. This rarely presented award was certainly well deserved and reflects credit on
both Charlie and the Catholic War Veterans. WELL DONE!

2018 Outstanding
Catholic War Veteran
Jack Stevens

Post 1947, Las Vegas, Nevada
Jack Stevens of Post 1947 in Las Vegas, Nevada was this year’s recipient
of the CWV Outstanding Veteran Award at the National Convention in
Pittsburgh PA. Jack joined the U.S. Navy in 1982 and completed training
as a hull technician and damage control firefighter, repairing submarines at Pearl Harbor before deploying during
Desert Storm. After retirement from the Navy in 1992, he was employed as Harbor Master at the Treasure Island
Yacht Harbor in San Francisco Bay and later as Chief Engineer at California’s Dellums Federal Building.
Upon relocation to Las Vegas for health reasons, Jack began volunteering for all the Post activities, to include
NASCAR races, NHR drag races, the annual Post BBQ and poppy drives - all critical fundraisers for the Post,
and some requiring a 12-hour commitment each day. He also participated in parades, veteran ceremonies and
funerals, and providing Flags to local schools. As Post Welfare Officer, he improved the contracts for storage units
for food, clothing and supplies, and arranged a free parking space for the unit vehicle. He coordinated with the
St. Vincent DePaul Society and Vietnam Veterans of America for food drives and with the American Legion for
an annual clothing drive. He provides liaison with the VA for requests of rent, utility and emergency financial
assistance. Despite crippling disabilities, Jack Stevens continues to dedicate his talents and expertise, and is a
credit to our organization and our founder’s ideals.

2018 Order of
St. Agnes Award
Susan Ranno

Auxiliary Unit 1562, Connecticut
Past National President Susan Ranno is a member of St. Michael’s
Auxiliary Unit #1562 in Connecticut. She has served as 2nd Vice
President, Secretary and VAVS Representative for her Unit, which
proudly came in first in the nation in recruiting. She subsequently served as 2nd Vice President and President of
the Department of Connecticut.
Her strong commitment to our Veterans includes her service at the West Haven VA Hospital, where she holds
drives for care packages, hats and scarves for the patients. Following her service as National President for three
years, she is presently serving as National Secretary.
Susan is an active parishioner at Church of the Assumption in Ansonia, CT. She serves as a Eucharistic Minister,
altar server and lector. She sews all the baptismal gowns for babies baptized at the Church. She is a member of
the Holy Rosary Ladies Guild and volunteers at the Doyle Senior Center. Susan truly lives the CWVA motto: For
God, Country and Home!

The Honor Legion of

the Order of
St. Sebastian
2018 Inductees

Donald McMaster

Post 1342, Gettysburg, PA
A Veteran of the U.S. Air Force (1965-1967), Don and his wife Anna are very active members of their Post, as well as
the Department of Pennsylvania Catholic War Veterans. Their two sons and daughter are also members of Post 1342.
Don has served on all four levels of the CWV: Post, Chapter, State and National. He served as Post 1342
Commander, Chapter Commander, and Pennsylvania State Commander, each for two terms, before holding
several offices on the National level. He is always there to help if anyone asks him to serve on a committee or assist
with a fundraiser.
He is also active in St. Joseph the Worker Parish, as an usher and volunteering every year with the Church’s golf
tournament. He is usually the first one up and goes for doughnuts for everyone before standing guard all day by
one of the holes. He is also an active member of the Knights of Columbus. At Christmas time, if Don knows of
anyone who has no way or means to have a Christmas tree, he will see to it that one is delivered and set up. One
year, Don and Anna personally delivered a tree to an elderly woman and put it up for her. The look on her face
was enough thanks.
He is involved in “Bicycles for Pedals,” a group of men who collect old bicycles and parts, and put them together,
clean them and ship them overseas to poor countries. Don also collects old eyeglasses and turns them over to local
optometrists or the Lions Club. Don and Anna also go to local thrift shops, and collect clothes and items for homeless
Veterans, washing them and sending them to the local VA hospital. He is a model of Service to God, Country and Home!
WELL DONE, SIR!

Frank Perrucci

Post 1612, Bayonne, New Jersey
Frank is a Veteran of both the U.S. Merchant Marine (1944-1945) and the U.S.
Army (1945-1947). He spent his career as Business Manager and President of
the Laborer’s International Union of North America, Local 202. His community
involvement included time as a Congressional Aide; Director of Community
Development for the City of Bayonne; Secretary to the Registrar of Hudson County;
and Secretary to the Warden of the Hudson County Jail.
He has been a Parishioner of Our Lady of assumption Church for 68 years, serving
as an usher, member of the Holy Name Society, Cast Member and President of
the “Via Dolorosa” Passion Play Guild, Chairman of the annual church carnival,
and on the Parish Council. A member of the Assumption Catholic War Veterans Post 1612 for 67 years, he has
been a member and Sergeant of the Color Guard and Firing Squad, Adjutant, Welfare Officer, 1st and 2nd Vice
Commander, and Commander of the Post. Frank is also a Past Hudson County Commander. He has marched

in 65 Memorial Day Parades. He is also a member of the Knights of Columbus, VFW, the American Legion,
Wounded Warrior Project and on the Board of Directors of the American Merchant Marine Veterans.
His distinguished record of civic involvement is almost too exhaustive to summarize. He has been a member of the
Battleship New Jersey Historical Society, Statue of Liberty Ellis Island Foundation, Bayonne PAL Executive Board,
Bayonne Columbus Parade, Bayonne Historical Society, Bayonne (Athletic) Hall of Fame, Order of Alhambra, El
Jarrow Caravan No. 154, Cooley’s Anemia Volunteers, Concerned Citizens of Bayonne and Chairman of the 9/11
Bayonne Memorial.
He has been honored with the Chapel of the Four Chaplains Humanitarian Award, State Department St. Michael’s
Award, the Stanley J. Kopchinski, USMC Award, Bayonne Initiative Distinguished Service Award, and the Mackin
Society Award of Boy Scout Troop 25.
Frank is indeed an example to all of us of what “The Greatest Generation” is all about!

Gene Swarbrick

Post 1944, Dayton Beach, Florida
In 1943, Eugene (Gene) Swarbrick entered the Army Air Corps serving as a B29
radio operator, still serving as it became the U.S. Air Force. In 1953, he embarked
on a marathon for the Crusade for Freedom and Radio in Tennessee. He entered
McArthur’s Department Store window and broadcast, entertained and raised
thousands of dollars for the event, coming out after 65 hours without sleep. He
would do it again in 1955, entertaining for 95 hours, (both world records.) These
marathons were used by NASA to determine how long an astronaut could go
without sleep.
He founded the Fr. John Washington Post 1944 in 2005, serving as Commander
for the next ten years. He became a Life Member in June 1999. He founded Fr.
George Waters Post 1962 at the Emory Bennett Veterans Nursing Home in 2011. Gene has personally recruited
over 150 new members at both posts. He is responsible for placing over 350 American flags in Florida schools. He
has attended over 100 funerals in the name of the Catholic War Veterans, and arranged 84 Masses in the Cross of
Peace drive, speaking at all the Masses.
Gene has attended or supervised over 40 patriotic functions on Memorial Day, Veterans Day and Pearl Harbor
Day, and has participated in every 9/11 Memorial. He and his wife Joan have clipped, packed and mailed
over 3,500,000 grocery and manufacturer’s coupons to our armed forces in 154 bases around the world. He is
responsible for awarding 60 gold and silver medals to ROTC units for military and academic achievement. He has
sent off and met numerous members of the armed forces deploying at Daytona Beach International Airport. Gene
represented the CWV as a docent at the Daytona Beach Armed Forces Museum. For 12 years, he volunteered
at the Mount Carmel Guild Center for the Blind in New Jersey, recording eight books to aid visually impaired
students in their education. Oh, and did we mention the 33,000 doughnuts and breakfast drinks he served at the
Emory Bennett Nursing Home? Well Done and God Bless You, Gene!

Don’t Forget!

Return your tickets and Appeal Response Form
in the enclosed envelope!

2018 Order of St. Agnes Award
Presented to
Past National President
Renee Rygalski
Renee Rygalski became the first Past National President to receive the
prestigious Order of St. Agnes Award, recognizing her many years of
work for the Catholic War Veterans Auxiliary. A member of St. Jude
Thaddeus Post #1675 in Toledo, Ohio for 29 years, Renee has held every office except that of Director.
Immediately becoming active in her post, she chaired or helped with dinners, feather parties, and ham fests held
at the post, until an accident slowed her down.
On the Department level, Renee held many offices, but her favorite is, and always will be, 3rd Vice President.
Renee started a “Past President” scholarship for 8th graders. She held many functions to raise the funding for that
scholarship.
She has been a volunteer at her local VA clinic for 8 years. She started out by taking pictures and information for
the Toledo Wall of Heroes. In an effort to spread sunshine, she makes coffee and cookies for the Veterans.
Renee has been a member of Regina Coeli Church in Toledo for some 60 years, helping with bake sales, dinners,
festivals, and May Crownings. She has two beautiful daughters and two wonderful grandchildren. Family is the
most important thing in her life. The Ladies Auxiliary is indeed proud to select her for this much-deserved award.

CWV Auxiliary Mourns
the Loss of Past
National President
Helen M. Bushspies
at Age 92
Past National President of the CWV Auxiliary Helen Bushspies passed
away peacefully on October 5th at Lehigh Valley Hospital. She was the
wife of the late Harold Bushspies and daughter of the late Alois and
Agnes Busits.
She graduated from Central Catholic High School in 1945 and was a
supervisor for Cross Country Clothes for 20 years.
Helen was a member of CWV Post #454 in Northampton,
Pennsylvania, serving as President for 30 years. She held many offices
on the Post and Department level prior to her election as National
President.

Helen M. Bushspies
1926 - 2018

She is survived by son Harold Bushspies and wife Norelyn, daughters
Constance Fayna and Catherine Lutes and four grandchildren.
Memorials may be presented to CWV Post 454 Ladies Auxiliary or
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.

“Exchange on Wheels”
Aids Recovery
from Hurricane Michael

To assist with the recovery after Hurricane Michael,
the Army and Air Force Exchange Service (AAFEES)
deployed a Mobile Field Exchange from its Waco, Texas
distribution center to Eglin Air Force Base in Florida,
underscoring the department of Defense retailers
commitment to military readiness and resiliency. The
53-foot trailer with emergency supplies, toiletries, snacks
and drinks can be rapidly deployed to support disaster
relief and contingency operations. The Exchange’s motto is “We Go Where You Go.” The van will be a force
multiplier as cleanup efforts continue.
The exchange has 13 such trailers and two barber shops that can be deployed within 48 hours. In the past they
have supported hurricane and wildfire relief efforts in the United States and major military exercises both at
home and abroad. The Exchange is the 61st-largest retailer in the United States. Its earnings provided $2.4 billion
in dividends to support military morale.

NY Post #386 Hosts 2018
America Needs Fatima’s
Rosary Rally

Cold, damp weather did not deter the devotees to the
America Needs Fatima 2018 Rosary Rally in Sacred Heart
Church in Newburgh, New York. Even more unique about
this year’s rally was the distances some of the attendees
traveled to the Church from other towns spread throughout
New York State’s Hudson Valley area.
Due to the weather, the post moved the rally indoors.
Members of the post directed participants, and then took
part in the prayer service. Normally, the rally is held in front
of Sacred Heart Church in full view of the traffic on heavily
traveled Route 9W.

Post #386 Also Honors
WWII Veterans on its
30th Anniversary!

Post World War II Veterans (left to right) State Senator
William J. Larkin, Jr., Joseph Farina, Rocco Panella and
Salvatore Foti pose proudly with a cake marking the
Newburgh post’s 30th Birthday. In the background is the
Post Commander, Robert Schiela.

Catholic War Veterans & Auxiliary

CASH
Dec. 26thth - Jan 4thth

$250

per
per day
day

January 5thth

$500

January 6thth

$1000

Twelve chances to win! Offset some of what you spent on Christmas gifts for family & friends,
or buy a CWV Cash Calendar, Auxiliary Lotto Ticket, or Whatever!

See included sheet in this issue for mail-in tickets

CATHOLIC WAR VETERANS

of the United States of America
237-20 92nd Rd., Bellerose, NY 11426 • 703-549-3622 • www.cwv.org

Dear Catholic War Veteran & Auxiliary Member,
You could be one of our 12 Days of Christmas WINNERS... Yes! You may be the Grand Prize Winner if you enter today.
In addition to the $1000 Grand Prize Winner, we are offering a Second Prize of $500, and TEN $250 prizes.
DRAWING FOR ALL PRIZES WILL BE HELD DAILY BETWEEN December 26th 2018 - January 6th 2019.
There are six (6) tickets enclosed. The suggested donation for each ticket is $5.00 or you can purchase all six (6) for
$25. See the enclosed National Appeal for how CWV members can enter this Raffle without sending any money
now!
We have provided a self-addressed reply envelope for your convenience. Please make all checks payable to
CATHOLIC WAR VETERANS, USA.
Cordially,

Return Completed Tickets to:
Catholic War Veterans
237-20 92nd Rd.
Bellerose, NY 11426

FRANCIS KOWALSKI
National Commander
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2018-19 Catholic War veterans
sustainment incentive program
You are invited to be a CWV & Auxiliary Sustainer
Choose your dona�on level below for the 2018-19 membership year.
Please return this form as soon as possible - monthly donations start in November

RED CWV BACKER – dona�on of $6.25 monthly, $75.00 yearly
You receive: The $20 Na�onal por�on of your dues paid for 2019-20
and six (6) Na�onal 50/50 �ckets – prize is half of what is collected.
Winner is drawn at the Na�onal Conven�on.

WHITE CWV SUPPORTER – dona�on of $10.50 monthly, $125.00 yearly
You receive: The $20 Na�onal por�on of your dues paid for 2019-20,
six (6) Na�onal 50/50 �ckets, and one (1) CWV Cash Calendar.

BLUE CWV SPONSOR – dona�on of $16.75 monthly, $200.00 yearly
You receive: The $20 Na�onal por�on of your dues paid for 2019-20,
six (6) Na�onal 50/50 �ckets, one (1) CWV Cash Calendar
and six (6) �ckets in both the Spring and Fall CWV Na�onal Raﬄes.

GOLD CWV BENEFACTOR – dona�on of $21.00 monthly, $250.00 yearly
You receive: The $20 Na�onal por�on of your dues paid for 2019-20,
six (6) Na�onal 50/50 �ckets, one (1) CWV Cash Calendar,
six (6) �ckets in both CWV Na�onal Raﬄes, and one (1) CWV Auxiliary Lo�o Raﬄe Ticket

FILL IN YOUR INFORMATION BELOW – Please Print
______ My 2018-19 dues are already or I have enclosed a check for them (required)
Your Name: ______________________________ Post # _________
Phone #: ________________________ Email: _____________________________________
Member of: _____CWV ____ AUX

Member type: _____ Regular ____ Life

Payment Informa�on:
____ 12 Monthly Payments (start in Nov) ____ One Annual Lump sum
…enclose a check or ﬁll in credit card information below
Credit Card Type: ___ Master Card ___ Visa ___ Other Charge card: on the ______ each month
Name on card: ________________________________
Account No. ____________________________________
Expira�on Date: ______________ 3-digit Security code ________
Fill this form out completely and mail to: CWV, USA – 237-20 92nd Rd., Bellerose, NY 11426

